AN  EXERCISE   IN  DIPLOMACY

was not tempted, and Mary married James; and Henry was
driven back on the suggestion that some of the ladies of the
French court might be sent to Calais for his inspection. To this
the French retorted that their ladies were not to be trotted out
like hackneys!

More interest attaches to his negotiations with the Emperor.
For one thing, they were conceived in a more serious spirit; for
another, a voluminous and characteristic correspondence sur-
vives, which enables them to be followed in detail. Thirdly, the
English ambassador at Madrid was no less a person than the
soldier-poet, Sir Thomas Wyatt, and it is to him that, with one
exception, all the letters which follow are addressed. The entire
correspondence has been printed in full in G." F. Nott's edition of
the poetical works of Wyatt and Surrey.1 Here only a few
letters and some extracts can be given to indicate the nature
and contents of the whole group.

The first gives Wyatt his instructions. He is to propose peace
as if the idea was Henry's, to propose Henry as the proper
mediator, and is * to fish out how the Emperor is disposed '.

i.To SIR THOMAS WYATT

By the King

HENRY R.                      "                                            [X537-]

Trusty and well-beloved we greet you well; letting you to
wit, that whereas heretofore considering the great extremity that
was like to ensue between the Emperor and the French King
by the continuance of their wars, both to the disquiet and
enfeeblishing of the whole state of Christendom, and to the great
danger and peril of both their persons, realms, dominions and
subjects : upon the entire love, zeal, and desire which we bear to
either prince, and have to the common quiet and tranquillity of
Christendom, we did address our letters, as well to the said
Emperor as to the French King, advising them, like a perfect
friend to both parties, to desist from the following of their
quarrels by such extreme and dangerous means, and to suffer the
same to be finished and compounded between them by some

1 This text is not as reliable as it might be, but its mistakes are not as
a rule of much importance.
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